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« Coucou" . Self-portrait . Postcards from home series 2020.



Post cards from home  
text by Isabella  Indolfi  

POSTCARDS FROM HOME is the latest photographic series by Faten Gaddes, realized during the 2020 lockdown in New York. 
The journeys that these postcards represent are very intimate and introspective: in fact, they are the result of the #pandemic and the #isolation, as a 
condition that led the artist to travel within the limits of her own apartment as if it were an unknown place. Hosted in the Westbeth Artists Housing, she 
explores each corner of the building, reclaiming her intimate space and expressing her fickle #identity. Faten Gaddes’ relationship with the space and its 
objects is so close, that we cannot distinguish anymore who is taking over whom.  
With a keen sense of #humor, she turns everyday-objects in her companions, the real subject of her #self-portraits. With a kind of Andy Warhol-like 
approach, Faten Gaddes voids these objects of their original purpose and makes them icons of our times. 

Director, costume designer, set designer and model of her shots, Faten Gaddes shows off her fragility and at the same time the #resilience she is capable of.  
With a special skill of transforming herself, that reminds Cindy Sherman, Faten poses the question of millions of women who have lost or found 
themselves in isolation at home; women immersed in a world made up of objects that usually accompany them every day and that now take on another 
value and meaning.  
A large variety of household items, cleaning products, puppets and decorations are assembled in unexpected ways, creating familiar and yet exotic 
landscapes. 
Absorbed in a rarefied atmosphere, Faten Gaddes recreates shots that seem out of time; while they should be displayed in silver frames on dusty pianos, 
they are finally animated by the many details that populate them. If on one hand, the proud, motionless and affected posture recalls the first portraits in the 
history of photography, on the other hand, the bright colors and the objects provided by a globalized market tell us about contemporary times. 

Thus, the Tunisian photographer (and in this case also the model) refugee in New York, investigates the result of the American dream, between 
introspection and fiction. 

The form of the self-portrait is not new to the artist, who had already used her face with the "Punching Ball", a divisive project that put Faten in the 
condition of refugee from Tunisia. 
In facts, Faten Gaddes is the third artist to participate in the New York City Safe Haven, a residency program for international artists at risk, which is 
supported by ArtistSafety.net, Artistic Freedom Initiative, Westbeth Artists Housing, and Residency Unlimited. Gaddes left Tunisia for New York four 
years ago after a challenging period when her politically charged project “Punching Ball” attracted widespread backlash from the Tunisian media. The project 
was a boxing ring with four bags in the center, each of which was sewn with a portrait of the artist representing a different identity. “Punching Ball” was first 
exhibited at the Arab World Institute in Paris, then at the Abdellya Palace in Tunis before being burned in public by a group of radical Islamists.  
After 4 years leaving in an almost nomadic way, Faten Gaddes is now learning to cherish her immediate private space and enjoying #stillness.  
I.I  
Curator. 

https://www.fatengaddes.com/punching-ball


 Pasta & Garlic . Self-portrait  Post cards from home series 2020.



For Dolly »  Self-portrait . Post cards from home 2020



« Keep calm &kill Coronna « self-portrait » post cards from home series 
2020 

I will not Keep calm & u can F***k off . « self-portrait » post cards from 
home series 2020 



"Keep calm and be present « Self-portrait . Post cards from 
home 2020 



« Keep calm and be original « . self-portrait . Postcards from home 
series  2020 



« Talkiing with Maurizio … » 

Self-portrait . Post cards from home series 2020 



It’s raining outside … Self-Portrait. Post cards from home 2020 . « 11 floor « Self-Portrait. Post cards from home 2020 .



« Demain est un autre jour… «  Self-Portrait . Post cards from 
home series 2020  



« DEBOUT NYC … « Self-Portrait . Postcards from home series 2020.





« Salammbo » de Flaubert    Self-portrait ."Post cards from home «  series . 



« My mom told me to be a lady » R. B. Ginsburg. Self-portrait . Post cards from home « series .



« La vie en Vert …»  .    Self-portrait .  Post cards from home « series .



Self-portrait . Post cards from home « series .« La vie en vert… »



BIOGRAPHIE 

@David Plakke. 



Faten Gaddes is a French/ Tunisian photographer. 
Born in Tunisia in 1974, she currently lives and works between Tunis, Paris and New York. 

She graduated in Interior Design while indulging in her passion for photography and sharpening her skills through training classes.  
She is a member of the Visual Art Association based in Tunis.  

Faten works in an artistic and political vein, with an emphasis on the duty to memory.  

In 2012 in Tunis, one of her works symbolizing the violence experienced by women across different religions was destroyed.  

Faten Gaddes  regularly exhibits at Aicha Gorgi Gallery, Sidi Bou Said, Tunisia 

In February 2020, Faten Gaddes was part of the New York City Artist Safe Haven Residency program:  

This initiative is led by a coalition of organizations working to safeguard free expression, and includes Artistic Freedom Initiative, Residency Unlimited, 
Westbeth Artists Housing and The shelley &Donald Rubin Foundation. 

Her work is part of the permanent collections of the Tunisian government, the French Agency for Development, the Pierre Berger Foundation,  
the Luciano Benetton foundation , the Moleskine Foundation , The Kamel Lazaar Foundation and various collectors in Tunisia and abroad. 

Faten Gaddes lives and work in NewYork. 

Prize 

2019      1er first prize of the smartphone short film festival . USA . 

Grants 

2011     Les rencontres photographique de Bamako fellowship awards for the “printemps arabe project”  Bamako/Mali.                                                                                                                                                                
2015     Dream City festival “my Medina project”. Tunis /Tunisia.                                                                                                                                                                                                       
2016     ICI institute of Islamic cultures “my goutte d’or project” Paris/ Fran 

Residencies 

2020     RU , AFI ,Westbeth & Rubin Foundation residency program. New York .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
2016     ICI Institute of Islamic cultures museum. Paris.                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
2015     Dream city festival . Tunis  



Collections 

Ministry of  culture .Tunis . Tunisia .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Collection Christele Gozlan . Paris . France .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Collection Elisabeth and Jacques Manardo  Paris . France .                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Collection Corinne& Ariel Lami . New York . USA .                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Collection Klelia & Sergo d’aulan Benenati ,Marrakech. Maroc.                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Collection Rym Hachicha  ,Tunis .Tunisie.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Collection Rafik &Lamia Ben Ayed , Tunis. Tunisie .                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Collection Mongi Loukil ,Tunis .Tunisie.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Collection Rym & Hafedh Bourguiba ,Tunis. Tunisie .                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Collection Doris Venet  ,NewYork . USA .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Collection Selima Salaum , New York . USA .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Collection Patricia Dorffman ,Paris, France.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Collection Silvio & Alexandre Gonzato . Rome . Italy. 

Foundation  Collections 

Foundation Molesquine .Milan . Italy.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Foundation Sysley . Paris.France.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Foundation Luciano Benetton .Treviso. Italy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Foundation Kamel Laazar . Tunis. Tunisie.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Foundation Pierre Berger & associates . Paris. France.                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
French Development  Agency  . Paris . France . 

Solo exhibition: 

2018         “Mon Marrakech” Galerie 6.4 , Marrakech, Marocco. 
2016         “Ma Goutte d’or “ ICI , Museum, Institute of Islamic cultures, Paris, France.  
2015         “Mon Tunis” Galerie Musk & Amber , Aux Berges du Lac ,Tunisia. 
2011         “L’amour” Galerie Aicha Gorgi ,Sidi Bou Said ,Tunisia. 
2009         “Les temps modernes “ Galerie Aicha Gorgi ,Sidi Bou Said ,Tunisia.  
2006         ”Bey Places” Galerie Aicha Gorgi , Sidi Bou Said ,Tunisia. 



Collective exhibitions 

2020    “Postcards from home”, virtual group exhibition /RU ,Residency Unlimited , NewYork ,USA . 
2019    “Where ’s South” ? ,At Work , Africa Center museum ,Moleskine Foundation New York , USA .  
2018    “Trajectory” , Sysley Foundation , Paris ,France. 
2018     “Iam”  , American University, Seattle, USA. 
2018     “Iam”, Center for the Arts, Jackson Hole, WY, USA.  
2017     “Iam” , Katzen Arts Center, American University, Washington D.C, USA; 
2017     “Iam” , St. Martin’s Gallery, London, United Kingdom . 
2017     “ Iam”, Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts, Amman , Jordan. 
2017     “Absence of paths” ,Venice Biennale ,Tunisian pavilion, ,Venice,  Italy.  
2017     “City” , Potato Mike Gallery, Chelsea, New York . USA. 
2016     “Peer to space” Our Cities Surrounded ,Berlin, Germany. 
2016     “Imago Mundo” ,Pratt Institute “la fabrica,” Lucciano Benetton Foundation , Brooklyn. USA 
2016     “Ma Gotte d’or” ,ICI Museum, Institute of Islamic cultures, Paris, France.  
2015     “Ma Medina”, Dream City Festival ,Medina , Tunis, Tunisia. 
2015     “Trace “Mucem ,Museum of civilizations of Europe and the Mediterranean ,Marseille, France. 
2015     “We are family”, Photoquai Biennale,  museum of primitive arts  “Le Quai Branly” Paris, France. 
2015      “In the past”,Jadite Gallery ,Manhattan ,New York. USA. 
2014      “Imago Mundo” ,Villa Borghese “La fabrica”,  Lucciano Benetton Foundation ,Rome, Italy. 
2014      “Monochrome”, Dakkar Biennale . Senegal. 
2013      “Clearance”, Ima, Institute of Arab World Muceum, Paris, France. 
2013      “A future in pink” , Ifa Gallery, Berlin ,Germany. 
2012     “Les Rencontres Photographique  de Bamako” retrospective biennale” , Gulbenkian Foundation,Lisbon, Portugal.  
2011     “Les Rencontres Photographique  de Bamako”, Biennale, Bamako, Mali. 
2011      “Les Rencontres Photographique  de Bamako”, retrospective biennale, JAG Johannesburg Art Gallery, Joannesburg , South Africa . 
2011      “Etre Libre” at the mayor of Paris, France. 
2010     “ Les Rencontres Photographique  de Bamako”,retrospective; Izico South African National Museum biennale, Cap ,South Africa. 
2009      “Les rencontres photographique de Bamako biennale, Bamako,Mali. 
2009      “Reflets d’Afrique” , Museum of Modern Art, Alger, Algeria. 
2008      “Femmes d’Images” , Boulogne-Billiancourt,Paris,  France. 
2003      “Photographie du Maghreb”,  Paris,  France. 
2000      “Le mois de la photo”, Sidi Bou Said ,Tunisia. 
1998      “Le mois de la photo, Carthage,Tunisia. 



Catalogs, texts& Publications 

2020       NewYork Magazine , Bedford&Bawery/ interview  by Hoa P Nguyen . 
  
                 Caravan article/  interview by Paul –Gordon Chandler                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                  
                 AFI, article/ Interview by Liam Lynch. 

                RU, Residency Unlimited , publication. 
                https://www.residencyunlimited.org/residencies/faten-gaddes/ 

                Westbeth Artist Community, publication. 
                 https://westbeth.org/wordpress/faten-gaddes-artist-at-risk-resident-at-westbeth/  

2019       Where is South ? Moleskine Foundation catalog. 
                 https://www.at-work.org/fr/carnet/faten-gaddes-3/faten_gaddes_final_book_1-3/ 

2018       Trajectory , Sysley Foundation , catalog. 
                 https://www.sisley-paris.com/en-MEA/hajer-azzouzs-la-maison-de-la-plage-exhibition/ 

2018      IAM Exhibition Catalog . 

2018      Mon Marrakech exhibition /publication. 
                https://www.ideomagazine.com/faten-gaddes/ 

2017       IAM , Exhibition Caravan ,catalog.publications, 
                 https://www.oncaravan.org/i-am-exhibition 
                 https://www.american.edu/cas/museum/2017/i-am.cfm 
                 https://www.janetradyfineart.com/exhibition/33/exhibition_press/ 
                 https://www.harpersbazaararabia.com/art/exhibitions/caravan-middle-eastern-art-show 
                 https://www.janetradyfineart.com/exhibition/33/exhibition_press/ 
                 https://washdiplomat.com/?Itemid=428&catid=1562&id=16082%3Atwo-exhibitions-on-  arab-art-challenge-stereotypes-to-build-    
bridges&option=com_content&view=article 
                 https://www.washingtonpost.com/express/wp/2017/09/28/this-exhibit-of-female-middle-eastern-artists-work-aims-to-challenge-stereotypes/ 
                  https://www.washingtonpost.com/express/wp/2017/09/28/this-exhibit-of-female-middle-eastern-artists-work-aims-to-challenge-stereotypes/ 
                  https://www.janetradyfineart.com/inc/scripts/file.php?file_id=16910&force_download=0 
                  https://www.janetradyfineart.com/inc/scripts/file.php?file_id=16882&force_download=0 
                  http://artradarjournal.com/2017/05/28/women-photographers-i-am-jordan-national-gallery-of-fine-arts/ 

2017      Venice Biennale exhibition “Absence of the path” publication. 
                 https://www.harpersbazaararabia.com/art/fairs-and-events/7-must-see-pavilions at- venice-biennale 
                Absence of the Path exhibition, publication. 
                http://www.theabsenceofpaths.com 

https://bedfordandbowery.com/2020/04/how-one-photographer-stuck-at-home-keeps-%20%20%20herself-from-snapping
https://www.oncaravan.org
https://www.facebook.com/ArtisticFreedomInitiative/posts/this-year-many-of-the-artists-%20in-afis-network-have-found-themselves-at-a-point-%20o/2769356113302949/
https://www.residencyunlimited.org/residencies/faten-gaddes/
https://www.at-work.org/fr/carnet/faten-gaddes-3/faten_gaddes_final_book_1-3/
https://www.sisley-paris.com/en-MEA/hajer-azzouzs-la-maison-de-la-plage-exhibition/
https://www.oncaravan.org/faten-gaddes
https://www.oncaravan.org/i-am-exhibition
https://www.american.edu/cas/museum/2017/i-am.cfm
https://www.janetradyfineart.com/exhibition/33/exhibition_press/
https://www.harpersbazaararabia.com/art/exhibitions/caravan-middle-eastern-art-show
https://www.janetradyfineart.com/exhibition/33/exhibition_press/
https://washdiplomat.com/?Itemid=428&catid=1562&id=16082%3Atwo-exhibitions-on-
https://www.washingtonpost.com/express/wp/2017/09/28/this-exh
https://www.w
https://www.harpersbazaararabia.com/art/fairs-and-events/7-must-see-pavilions%20at-venice-biennale
http://www.theabsenceofpaths.com/


                http://www.theabsenceofpaths.com/commission/feten-gaddes 

2016       Peer to space exhibition, publication. 
                 http://www.peertospace.eu/blog/2016/8/1/our-cities-surrounded 

2016      Imago mundi exhibition: catalog:                                                                                                                                                                              
http://www.imagomundiart.com/artworks/faten-gaddes-my-tunis/ 

2016       Institut des cultures d’islam museum  festival / publication.                                                                                 

                  http://www.magic-barbes.org/programme/goutte-dor-de-faten-gaddes/ 

2015        Dream city  Residency / catalog /publications. 

                 https://www.lartrue.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Catalogue-DC2015.pdf 

                https://femmesdetunisie.com/portrait-de-femme-faten-gaddes-les-blessures-du-temps/ 

2015        Trace exhibition Mucem / Musem of europeen civilization/ press. 

https://www.claudinecolin.com/en/1160-traces-fragments-of-a-contemporary-tunisia-fragments-ii  

https://www.becair.com/produit/traces-fragments-dune-tunisie-contemporaine/  

https://www.privatephotoreview.com/2015/05/traces-fragments-dune-tunisie-contemporaine-au-mucem/ 

 https://artdaily.cc/news/84099/Exhibition-at-MuCEM-offers-a-glimpse-of-the-rich-contemporary-art-scene-in-Tunisia#.X588uy0lBn4 

 https://www.enrevenantdelexpo.com/2015/11/04/traces-fragments-2-tunisie-contemporaine-mucem-marseille-expo-photo-video/ 

https://www.happening.media/category/magazine/en/articles/904/protecting-traces-a-look-at-contemporary-tunisia 

https://www.happening.media/category/magazine/en/articles/904/protecting-traces-a-look-at-contemporary-tunisia 

https://destimed.fr/Les-Panoramas-et-la-Tunisie-au-MuCEM-a-Marseille 

https://www.francetvinfo.fr/culture/arts-expos/au-mucem-contre-l-oubli-traces-fragments-dune-tunisie-contemporaine_3334639.html

http://www.theabsenceofpaths.com/commission/feten-gaddes
http://www.peertospace.eu/blog/2016/8/1/our-cities-surrounded
http://www.imagomundiart.com/artw
http://www.magic-barbes.org/programme/goutte-dor-de-faten-gaddes/
https://www.lartrue.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Catalogue-DC2015.pdf
https://www.becair.com/produit/traces-fragments-dune-tunisie-contemporaine/
https://www.privatephotoreview.com/2015/05/traces-fragments-dune-tunisie-co
https://artdaily.cc/news/84099/Exhibition-at-MuCEM-offers-a-glimpse-of-the-rich-contemporary-art-scene-in-Tunisia
https://www.enrevenantdelexpo.com/2015/11/04/traces-fragments-2-tunisie-contemporaine-mucem-marseill
https://www.happening.media/category/magazine/en/articles/904/protecting-traces-a-look-at-contempora
https://www.happening.media/category/magazine/en/articles/904/protecting-traces-a-look-at-contemporary-tunisia
https://destimed.fr/Les-Panoramas-et-la-Tunisie-au-MuCEM-a-Marseille
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/culture/arts-expos/au-mucem-contre-l-oubli-traces-fragments-dune-tunisie-contemporaine_3334639.html


2015           PHOTOQUAI biennale / press. 
                     

                     https://www.contemporaryand.com/fr/exhibition/photoquai-5th-we-are-family/ 

                     https://artfacts.net/exhibition/photoquai:-5-biennale-des-images-du-monde/879248 

                     https://www.artlimited.net/agenda/photoquai-2015-5eme-biennale-des-images-monde-are-family-exposition-musee-
quai-branly-photo/fr/7582773 

                      https://www.vogue.it/en/people-are-talking-about/vogue-arts/2015/09/photoquai-2015 

2014            Imago mundi art exhibition,  Luciano Benetton Foundation ,catalog. 

                      http://www.imagomundiart.com/artworks/faten-gaddes-my-tunis/ 

                      http://www.noever-design.com/imago-mundi-luciano-benetton-collection.htm         

2013         Clearance exhibition IMA, Institute of Arab world  Museum ,publications. 

                   https://www.franceculture.fr/politique/de-lart-au-depart-des-emeutes-en-tunisie 

                   http://www.dailystar.com.lb/ArticlePrint.aspx?id=165077&mode=print 

                  https://www.jeuneafrique.com/143152/culture/tunisie-la-promesse-des-fleurs/ 

                  https://www.ibraaz.org/news/30 

                  https://languagepigments.wordpress.com/tag/faten-gaddes/ 

                  http://www.anthonydowney.com/category/publications/2012/ 

                  https://www.jeuneafrique.com/141010/politique/tunisie-le-temps-des-autodaf-s/ 

https://www.contemporaryand
https://artfacts.net/exhibition/photoquai:-5-biennale-des-images-du-monde/879248
https://www.artlimited.net/agenda/photoquai-2015-5eme-biennale-des-images-monde-are-family-exposition-musee-quai-branly-photo/fr/7582773
https://www.artlimited.net/agenda/photoquai-2015-5eme-biennale-des-images-monde-are-family-exposition-musee-quai-branly-photo/fr/7582773
https://www.artlimited.net/agenda/photoquai-2015-5eme-biennale-des-images-monde-are-family-exposition-musee-quai-branly-photo/fr/7582773
https://www.vogue.it/en/people-are-talking-about/vogue-arts/2015/09/photoquai-2015
http://www.imagomundiart.com/artworks/faten-gaddes-my-tunis/
https://www.franceculture.fr/politique/de-lart-au-depart-des-emeutes-en-tunisie
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/143152/culture/tunisie-la-promesse-des-fleurs/
https://www.ibraaz.org/news/30
https://languagepigments.wordpress.com/tag/faten-gaddes/
http://www.anthonydowney.com/category/publications/2012/
https://www.jeuneaf


2013           A future in pink, IFA Gallery, catalog. 

                     https://www.kerberverlag.com/en/902/connect-bright-future 

2012           Les rencontres  photographique de Bamako 2012 / publications/ catalog. 

                    https://loeildelaphotographie.com/en/bamako-2011-faten-gaddes/ 

                    https://www.artlimited.net/agenda/biennale-africaine-photographie-edition-des-rencontres-bamako-festival/fr/7581161 

                   http://www.contemporarypractices.net/essays/volumeX/Africainsearchofsustainability.pdf 

                  https://www.librairie-descours.com/catalogues-d-exposition/catalogue-d-exposition/8608/pour-un-monde-durable-rencontres-
de-bamako-2011-francais-  biennale-africaine-de-la-photographie#.X59QnS0lBn4 

                  https://issuu.com/institut_francais/docs/if_dp_bamako_2015_180x260_version_v 

2009           Rencontres photographique de Bamako biennale 2009/ publication. 

                     https://www.afriqueinvisu.org/rencontres-de-bamako-09-edition-du,258.html 

                     https://journals.openedition.org/critiquedart/2552 

                     https://www.paris-art.com/frontieres-rencontres-de-bamako-2009-biennale-africaine-de-la-photographie/ 

                      

2008           Femmes  d’images  exhibition  Boulogne-Billancourt  /publication. 

                     https://www.yumpu.com/fr/document/view/17546157/espace-prive-femme-dimages-en-tunisie-boulogne-billanco 

https://www.kerberverlag.com/en/902/connect-bright-future
https://www.artlimited.net/agenda/biennale-africaine-photographie-edition-des-rencontres-bamako-festival/fr/7581161
http://www.contemporarypractices.net/essays/volumeX/Africainsearchofsustainability.pdf
https://www.librairie-des
https://www.librairie-des
https://www.librairie-des
https://issuu.com/institut_francais/docs/if_dp_bamako_2015_180x260_version_v
https://www.afriqueinvisu.org/rencontres-de-bamako-09-edition-du
https://journals.openedition.org/critiquedart/2552


Arts  fair  

2014      Dakar Biennale  , Senegal .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
2011      Les rencontres de Bamako  Biennale , Bamako, Mali.                                                                                                                                                                                                          
2010      Paris  photo  festival, Paris ; France.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
2009      Les rencontres de Bamako  Biennale , Bamako, Mali.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Galeries. 

Galerie Aicha Gorgi . Sidi Bou Said . Tunisie.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Galerie Musk & Amber .Les berges du Lac . Tunsie .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Galerie 6.4 Marrakech . Maroc.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Galerie  Patricia Dorffman. Paris . France                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Galerie  Westbeth .New York . USA .  

Auctions 

2020      ArchiveArt auction.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
2013       Drouot auction ,Pierre Berger associates. 

 

Faten gaddes 
Photographer                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Por:+19178088566 
Email/ fatengaddes@gmail.com  

Skipe: faten.gaddes Paris 
Instagram:@faten gaddes 

Website: www.fatengaddes.com 



https://bedfordandbowery.com/2020/04/how-one-photographer-stuck-at-home-keeps-herself-from-
snapping/

Press article link : Post cards from home series  April 2020 , New York Magasine Bedford&Bowery 


